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verted by exaggeration. It was his fortune to chronicle for the German public 
the volcanic catastrophes of recent years in Italy and to describe the destruction of 
Messina and Reggio and the terrible devastation in Calabria wrought not only by 
last winter's earthquakes, but by the shocks of 1905 and 1906. His book is largely 
a reprint of the descriptions he wrote of these great calamities. Naturally, he 
does not approach these topics from the scientific side. It was his province to 
supply an historical account of the results he witnessed, and there is no doubt that 
his contribution is worthy to live as a part of the story of these historic events. 
Even many who care chiefly for the scientific side will be glad to read this masterly 
description of the effects upon man and his works in the first weeks after these 
catastrophes occurred. 

Northern France from Belgium and the English Channel to the 

Loire, excluding Paris and its Environs. Handbook for 

Travellers by Earl Baedeker. Fifth Edition, xxxvi and 454 pp., 

16 Maps and 55 Plans. Karl Baedeker, Leipzig, igoo. M. 7.50. 

This English edition corresponds with the eighth French edition. It has been 

brought up to date in all respects. Great care has been given to the beautifully 

produced maps and plans; a short account appears of the usual approaches to 

northern France for American and English travellers, and heights are given in 

the text in English feet and on the maps in meters. 

Bresil. Guide des Etats-Unis du Bresil. Traduction de Roberto 
Gomes. First Edition. 219 pp. and Plan in colours of Rio de Janeiro. 
Bilac, Passos& Bandeira, Rio de Janeiro, 1904. 
Shows the objects best worth seeing along the principal lines of travel, especi- 
ally in the neighbourhood of Rio de Janeiro, and gives a great deal of informa- 
tion about the republic, especially in its ethnographic and cultural aspects. 

Das deutsche Element in den Vereinigten Staaten unter beson- 
derer Beriicksichtigung seines politischen, ethischen, sozialen 
und erzieherischen Einflusses. Von Georg von Bosse. xiii and 
480 pp., Illustrations and Index of Names. Chr. Belsersche Verlagsbuchhand- 
lung, Stuttgart, 1908. 

The author is pastor of a Lutheran church in Philadelphia. His treatment 
of the subject is worthy of its importance. He gives here a condensed history of 
the Germans in this country, from their early immigration to the present time. 
He writes clearly of the political, social and cultural influences they have exerted. 
An especially interesting section deals with these immigrants during our colonial 
period, in the Revolutionary war and during the first quarter of a century of the 
Republic. He describes their settlement and the widening of "their influence in 
each of the States, their participation in the Civil War, follows them in their 
manifold walks of life and tells of their great men. Most of the illustrations are 
portraits of German-Americans or their sons who have won distinction. He 
endeavours, with much success, to give some idea of their important participation 
in practically all our business activities, and of their high place in the profes- 
sions, literature and in the educational and philanthropic work of the United 
States. Attention is naturally called to a large number of the German leaders 
and the ony index is a list of their names. This book should have a wider range 
of readers than its German dress can give it. The spirit of the German-Ameri- 
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cans, as the author depicts it, can scarcely be summed up so well as in the words 
of Hermann Ridder, which he quotes: 

It goes without saying that the Germans love their Fatherland, but they love the land of their 
adoption, and their first and last allegiance is to the country in which they have settled and raised 
families, and where forever every interest they and their children have is centered. 

The Ore Deposits of South Africa. With a Chapter on Hints to 
Prospectors. By J. P. Johnson. Part I— Base Metals, iii and 61 pp., 
and 10 figures. The Ncrman W. Henley Publishing Co., New York. $2. 

This little volume has a double aim: to present a "co-ordinated and condensed 
account of the ore-deposits at present known in South Africa," and to serve "as 
a guide to the prospector." Chapter I presents in the space of eight pages a 
brief consideration of the genesis of ore deposits in general, a scheme for the 
classification of ore deposits, and a very generalized classification of rocks for use 
by the field worker. Then follow eleven short chapters, describing briefly the 
occurrence of ores of the base metals, many of the cases cited being but pros- 
pects. Deposits of the precious metals are reserved for Part II. The chapter 
on hints to prospectors consists of a few pages devoted largely to a decrip- 
tion of some thirty minerals. Two pages of this chapter are given to dia- 
grams illustrating the effect of faults and dykes in the auriferous deposits of the 
Witwatersrand, but neither faults nor auriferous deposits are treated in the 
volume, and dykes are but briefly referred to. In general it may be said much 
of the subject matter of the book is too condensed to be of great value, while the 
treatment of certain parts may more properly be called superficial. The concise 
descriptions of many mining properties and prospects will prove of value to those 
interested in the development of South African ore deposits. D. W. J. 

Mexican Trails. A Record of Three Years in Mexico, 1904-1907, 
and a Glimpse of the Life of the Mexican Indian. By Stanton 
Davis Kirkham. xvii and 280 pp., 24 Illustrations from Photographs and 
Index. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York, 1909. $1.75. 

The author writes from first-hand and intimate knowledge of the uncom- 
mercialized regions of Mexico and with feeling, sympathy and appreciation. For 
a book that does not pretend to give detailed geographic descriptions and which 
particularly portrays the "color," as seen in life and scenery, the impressions 
given the reader are singularly definite and concrete. Rarely does one read a 
popular book on a country dealing with life in its setting and acquire therefrom 
more than pleasing, fleeting impressions that cheer for a moment and then are 
gone as to their influence, as is a mediocre joke or anecdote. Therefore a book 
like the one under review deserves more than passing recognition. Here is an 
author who sees his facts clearly, who, in one or two chapters, gives some excel- 
lent geographic descriptions, and who, as a whole, holds your attention to your 
profit as well as your pleasure. He has an excellent knowledge of plants and 
animals, is more than versed in legend and archaeological story and the phases of 
the country described are varied and pertinent. His description of the sequence 
of activities of a day from dawn to night makes you feel the moods of the passing 
hours as if they were a personal experience, and the accounts of many bits of 
scenery and accompanying sky effects bring before one images that can almost be 
visualized, so skilful is the narrative. The monotony of existence among the 
lowlier classes, the religious fiestas, the ruins of Metla, the life at a resort or in a 
mining town, are equally effective and satisfactory as bits of description. 



